
STATEMENT TO THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCHES OF AUSTRALIA 
re POSTAL VOTE ON MARRIAGE 
 
To the CRCA Sessions/ Church Councils: 
 
Please make the following announcement to your congregation next Sunday. 
 
 
The Australian Government plans to conduct a postal vote seeking the opinion of Australians on 
marriage. Depending on the result of the High Court challenge, ballot papers should begin 
arriving at our homes by 12 September, just three weeks from now.  
  
Our churches, via our ‘Public Statement on Marriage’ have made it clear we do not agree with 
the introduction of legislation aimed at changing the definition of marriage to include same-sex 
marriage. We affirm that the true definition of marriage is found in God’s Word: the life-long 
union of one man with one woman, voluntarily entered into, excluding all others. 
  
It is important that all the members of our churches engage in the process and vote, and to vote 
‘no’ to change. So please ensure you register and vote, and then seek to encourage as many as 
possible of your family and friends to do likewise. 
  
It is important to stand up for the values Jesus taught us. When we do so together the postal vote 
can be won in favour of the current definition of marriage. A large number of Australians affirm 
the common view of marriage as being between one man and one woman, and we must 
encourage them to also make their voice heard. 
  
There are many powerful voices clamouring to tear down what God declares to be holy. As a 
church we cannot be silent on this, but we need to go about it graciously, with sincerity and 
above all prayerfully. 
  
We encourage all our members to speak up in favour of retaining the current definition of 
marriage, and to do so with respect for, and grace towards those with whom we disagree.  
  
 
Rev Dr Leo Douma 
Chairman 
Synodical Interim Committee -CRCA 
On behalf of the SIC & SSM advisory committee  
  
 


